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Choosing rocks for bonsai plantings
by Clif Pottberg

Did you know we
now have a flier
for the bonsai clubs

Since the topic of the
May Hukyu meeting will
be on the root over rock
style of bonsai, | thought
it would be of value to
discuss kinds of rocks
that work well to plant
over.

Doing this early will
hopefully provide the
opportunity to get rocks
by the meeting for mem-
bers who wish to partici-
pate. This isn't early, for
finding rocks in Florida
require collecting trips (if
you know where to go)
into the wild coastline, or
know a good rockyard
from which to buy rocks.

This is what | do. There
is a company in Tampa,
Wingate Stone Yard, at
the northeast corner of
north Dale Mabry and
Lambright Avenue. It
was mentioned to me by
Gerald Wilson, our im-
mediate past President,
and it turned out to be a
very good source -- and
the rock is inexpensive.

Not only does Wingate
have good rocks for root-
over-rock plantings, but
many good stones for
landscape (saikei) plant-
ings as well.

Good stone sources for
bonsai plantings are hard
to find in Florida, for
about the only native
stone is limestone, and
many sources of it are
soft and decay too read-
ily. This is unaesthetic

and also damaging, at
least to acid loving
plants.

The importation of good
stones from elsewhere,
when we can find them,
is therefore a godsend to
us.

There are a number of
rockyards almost every-
where, and thus also in
Tampa and St. Peters-
burg environs, but none
have rocks which work
for bonsai nearly to the
degree that Wingate
does (at least, of those
rockyards I've found)

To use limestone, make
sure that the stone is
very hard. The kind with
a lot of surface features
is usually found on the
coast, and if you go
there, remember to wash
and soak it well to re-
move salt before you use
it.

Using other forms of
rock, one can concen-
trate on the surface fea-
tures. They must be
small so as to appear to
be a miniaturized version
of a great boulder, cliff
face or mountainside.
They must be of colors
that also express the
feeling of great land-
scape features in the
distance.

When picking a rock for
root over rock, there
must be fissures down
the sides of the rock (or
the rock must be utilized
at an angle so that the

existing features are
more or less vertical).
Clearly, a rock growing
on the side or top of a
cliff or large boulder
won't have the opportu-
nity to grow its roots
down into the soil below
if there are no protected
avenues filled with mois-
ture holding humus, and/
or shade, down and
through which the roots
can grow.

There are many other
aspects involved with
choosing a rock, or a tree
for arock We'll go over
all of them next month at
the meeting, but in the
meantime if you search
for rocks with these sim-
ple guidelines, you'll find
material for good rock
plantings.

Hopefully, the timing of
this article will give any-
one who wishes ample
opportunity to acquire
good rock(s) by the time
of the May meeting.

Hope to see you then (if
not, of course, before).

in the Tampa

Bay

area? Check out

the last page

of

this newsletter.
Share it with your
family, friends and

ceworkers.

Schedule of
Events

1 Nowifi May 16: Epcot

Flower & Garden Festi-
val with Bonsai display

TApril 24:

at USF
9 April 24/25: Green

Begin

Thumb Festival, St. Pe-

tersburg
1 May 15: Club Meeting
9 June 19: Club Meeting

9 June 12/13: US National
Bonsai Exhibition, Roch-

ester, NY
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