
As we told you last month, Hukyu  will be 
participating in several events this spring.     

At last month’s meeting the club purchased a 
number of juniper, schillings, and ficus to sell 
at Greenfest and the USF Plant sale.  There-
fore, this month’s meeting will be a fun, work-
ing meeting.  Let’s get our hands in the soil as 
we all love to do! 

Scott Estes, Bill Brazill and Robert Yarbrough 
potted up the juniper and schillings.  But, 
we’ve still got 20+ ficus trees to style and re-
pot at the meeting. 

The club also purchased 2 trees (a Trident and 
a Juniper) for our display at USF Botanical Gar-
dens.  We also purchased the needed very large 
pots.  We’ll need everyone’s ideas on how to 
style them and many people to help re-pot.  
(Lots and lots of soil!).   

And of course, we’ll be doing the final plan-
ning for both Greenfest and the USF Plant Sale.   
We’ll be signing up volunteers for both events. 

Hope to see you at the meeting on Saturday, 
March 20th, 10:00am at USF Botanical Gar-
den. 
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H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y   
     o f  T a m p a  

s t r e n g t h .  

S t y l i n g :  F o l l o w  y o u r  

n o r m a l  r o u t i n e .  K e e p  

a f t e r  t h e  n e w  g r o w t h .   

R e p o t t i n g :  D e c i d u -

o u s  t r e e s  s h o u l d  b e  

t r a n s p l a n t e d  w h e n  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  b u d .   

T r o p i c a l s  a r e  b e s t  t o  

t r a n s p l a n t  w h e n  

g r o w i n g  ( l a t e r  i n  t h e  

s p r i n g ) .  

P e s t  C o n t r o l :  E s p e -

c i a l l y  w a t c h  f o r  c a t -

e r p i l l a r s  t h i s  m o n t h ,  

a l s o  a p h i d s ,  b o r i n g  

i n s e c t s ,  s p i d e r  m i t e s ,  

m e a l y  b u g s ,  e t c .  U s e  

W e a t h e r  P r o t e c t i o n :    

I f  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  i s  

s t a y i n g  a b o v e  5 0 ,  

t r o p i c a l s  c a n  b e  

m o v e d  f r o m  w i n t e r  

p r o t e c t i o n  

F e e d i n g :  A s  t h e  b u d s  

b e g i n  t o  s w e l l  s t a r t  

f e e d i n g  l i g h t l y  w i t h  a  

b a l a n c e d ,  r e l a t i v e l y  

h i g h e r  n i t r o g e n  f e r -

t i l i z e r  a b o u t  e v e r y  

t w o  w e e k s  ( e x . 1 / 2  

s t r e n g t h  1 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 ) .  

I t s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  r o -

t a t e  b e t w e e n  o r g a n i c  

f e r t i l i z e r  -  f u l l  

s t r e n g t h  -  a n d  i n o r -

g a n i c  f e r t i l i z e r  a t  1 / 2  

M a r c h  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  C a r e   
b y  M a r i a n  B o r c h e r s  

a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s e c t i -

c i d e  a n d  f o l l o w  l a b e l  

i n s t r u c t i o n s .  S o m e -

t i m e s  s o a p y  w a t e r  

w i l l  d o  t h e  j o b  ( e x .  1  

T .  B a s i c - H  i n  1  g a l l o n  

o f  w a t e r )  u s e d  a s  

n e e d e d  t o  d r o w n  i n -

s e c t s  o n  a n y  p l a n t  

e x c e p t  s u c c u l e n t s  a n d  

t h e  f l o w e r s  o f  m o s t  

p l a n t s .  S p r a y  t w o  

w e e k s  a f t e r  s e e i n g  

w h i t e  f l y  s w a r m .  

R e p e a t  i n  1 0  d a y s  e x -

c e p t  f o r  s p i d e r  m i t e s ,  

t h e n  s p r a y  e v e r y  3  

d a y s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  9  

d a y s .  

 

I t ’ s  t h e  b e s t  

t i m e  y o u ’ l l  h a v e  

a l l  s p r i n g …   

V o l u n t e e r  t o d a y !  

We need people for: 

Greenfest (3/27-28) 

USF Plant Sale  (4/10-11) 

We also need plants to display at 

USF Plant Sale 

If you have a few hours and can help 

with set-up, staffing and/or tear-

down, contact Robert Y at 

Ryarbrough@seminole-electric.com 

 We also need people to help 

with the beginners class April 

24th. 



We met at Clif’s Nursery, 

Pasiminan.  Everyone had an 

opinion on what trees we 

should purchase for the fes-

tival and plant sale.  But it 

was so much fun just roam-

ing around the nursery, it 

took us twice as long as it 

should have and many of us 

came home with our very 

own pre-bonsai in our cars. 

Then we chose a great tree 

for our club display, (also 

many opinions!) 

Finally, we did a tree analy-

sis.  Several people brought 

in trees and we came up 

with quite a few different 

ideas for styling.   

We ended with a little lunch 

compliments of Clif and 

Marian...but one or two 

stayed and even did a little 

potting of their own trees. 

F e b r u a r y  i n  R e v i e w  

A  l a s t  l o o k  a t  H u k y u  h i s t o r y  -  a n d  a  l o o k  a h e a d   
b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g  

Since I didn't know the exact date and 
couldn't find any older members who 
remembered when, it was then and 
only then did I begin to sleuth.   
 
So there were a number of coinci-
dences involved in opening up the 
opportunity we are being presented 
with here.  Of course I use the term 
coincidence partly in gest, for no less 
than Carl Jung would have said that 
this was something grander; what he 

With the studying of the wealth of 
Hukyu history documents provided us 
by Bill Brazill, it seems clear.  It seems 
to me that Hukyu is undergoing a re-
birth of sorts -- at least potentially so. 
 
After all, the opportunities that are 
coming our way seem to be serendipi-
tously coming all at once -- right now. 
 
While it may have been I who started 
to run down the opportunities encom-
passed by the re-opening of the Tampa 
Museum of Art, it was at the very least 
a fascinating coincidence that the uni-
verse provided its re-opening just 
now. 
 
And the very discovery of that oppor-
tunity wasn't due to my intelligent 
sleuthing.  It came about because I am 
a member also of the Orlando club, 
and they sent me a notice by Rob 
Kempinski on the other coast saying 
that, for the first time bonsai would be 
shown as fine art, which I knew not to 
be true.  I had been there when the 
Tampa club did the same long ago, not 
just for a Fine Arts Festival but for a 
real museum.   
 

Having for some months collected 
historical documents of Hukyu, I have 
now gone as far as possible.  There 
may be other information that is held 
among our earlier members, but 
unless the combined recollection of 
those in the club who have longer 
memories of Hukyu than I (especially 
in the intermediate years of about 
1985 - 2005) can help further, this is 
as far as we can go. 
 
While the history is far from com-
plete, it is a good start, and the most 
important events and dates from Hu-
kyu's past have been archived through 
these articles on its history. 
 
I hope others will take up the cudgels, 
do more work and find some enjoy-
ment in researching this rather re-
markable mini-community further. 
 
All the information I have now is ready 
to be passed on to this year's (and I 
hope future) librarian, Gerald Wilson, 
our remarkably capable newsletter 
editor, Lois Powell and our always 
helpful and thoughtful BSF district 
supervisor, Esther Searfoss. 
Looking  ahead – “Synchronicity”: 
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Steve and Scott… front row seats! 

Gerald and Steve taking a look at a 

tree from another angle 

Marian and Gerald take a close look 

as Clif, Nick, Malcolm and Palmer 

wait their turn to give opinion 

I t ’ s  f r e e !   N o  g i m m i c k s !  

N o  o b l i g a t i o n s !  

 

Join the Meet-up Website for the Hukyu 

Bonsai Society. 

There will also be posting from the other area 

clubs.  It’s a great tool to get your questions 

answered and tell others about your Bonsai 

learnings.  You can even post photos.   

Go to        http://www.meetup.com/

WestCentralFloridaBonsai/ 

It’s easy and only takes a minute to enroll. 



termed "synchronicity".   
 
That has led me to other things I per-
sonally am working on for Hukyu (and 
Sundamizu as well) and, if asked, Sun-
coast too. 
 

 I've been making an effort to begin 
partnering in one of several ways with 
the newly re-opened Tampa Museum 
of Art. 
 
I have now finally met with Dawn 
Johnson who kindly gave me a long 
interview, during which she expressed 
interest in something to do with bonsai 
and/or other Japanese/eastern art 
displays. 
 
Some of the other things she and I dis-
cussed were: 

 talks, 

 demonstrations, 

 workshops and/or classes (not 
too far-fetched, since a yoga class 
meets there regularly already) 

 and appropriate theatrical efforts 
in support of whatever art displays 
materialize.  I've already found 
and am in discussion with an ex-
perimental theater repertory com-
pany that is interested, as is the 
Tampa Museum. 

 
I didn't specifically discuss allowing 
Hukyu to have its monthly meetings 
there, but I think it's a possibility of 
Hukyu wishes. 
 
Of course, all this is just expressed 
interest on their part at this point; they 
must see that we have the firepower to 
do a superior exhibit.  Of course, it's 
been done once by Hukyu already (in 
1983).  Dawn suggested I supply her a 
list of dates of bonsai activities which 
she could attend, and get a feel for 

what we can do.  That's in the works, 
and I'll be talking to Dave about which 
Hukyu meetings might be appropriate 
to show her. 
 
I'm hoping to invite her to a couple of 
other bonsai activities as well 
(Sarasota's  Marie Selby collection for 
one, and perhaps one of their meet-
ings), USF and the Hukyu display, and 
other places she might be interested in 
as well. 
 

 an effort to have the three clubs lo-
cally (Tampa, St. Petersburg and 
Clearwater) begin to partner in various 
outreach (and members') educational 
programs. 
 

 To that end in part, I have been ex-
ploring possible partnerships with the 
sister city's programs. 
 
Tampa has chosen several "sister" cit-
ies, none of them are in Japan or 
China, thus not very useful to generate 
interest in bonsai. 
 
FYI, though, those cities are: 
    Agrigento, Italy, Ashdod, Israel, 
Barranqilla, Colombia, Boca del Rio, 
Mexico, Izmir, Turkey,    xx LeHavre, 
France, Oviedo, Spain and Vera Cruz, 
Mexico 
 
St. Petersburg has two sister cities, 
Takamatsu, Japan, and, appropriately I 
suppose, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
 
Takamatsu has about 250 years of pro-
fessional bonsai growing, an annual 
bonsai festival, and, at last report, 109 
bonsai farmers, with an emphasis on 
goyo matsu, kuro matsu and nishiki 
matsu (the Japanese white pine, Japa-
nese black pine, and the corky barked 
form of the Japanese black pine). 

Clearwater’s Sister City's program is in 
conjunction with Nagano, Japan. 
 
Sundamizu is already involved with 
Clearwater, having participated in the 
50th anniversary Lantern Festival last 
year.   
 
To continue the relationship, having 
found  the official tree of Nagano is the  
Japanese linden, which will grow here,  
I bought  two of them in hopes of hav-
ing Sundamizu offer them to Clearwa-
ter and/or Nagano during and after we 
have styled them for bonsai. 
 
While no specific details have been 
worked out yet, Elizabeth Minor, the 
head of the program, has expressed 
serious interest, and, in fact, suggested 
we participate in providing small bon-
sai displays when visiting dignitaries 
and/or schoolchildren from Nagano 
visit.  More to come on that as it 
evolves. 
 
And, Sundamizu would welcome par-
ticipation from either of the other 
clubs as and when programs come to 
be decided on.  Beyond being able to 
meet interested Japanese, it might 
(well, let's dream) eventuate in inter-
ested members being able to partici-
pate in one of their jaunts to Nagano. 
 
 Further, in an effort to create new 
vitality in our programming, I have 
begun to discuss some new ideas with 
Dave Collom, Hukyu's programmer  
this year, Robert Yarbrough, Gerald 
Wilson, Lois Powell, Marian Borchers, 
and  hopefully in the near future any 
others who might be interested in 
coming forward and making their sug-
gestions known.  One of those ideas  
will be carried out for the April and  
May programs: a  double extended  

A  l a s t  l o o k  a t  H u k y u  h i s t o r y  -  a n d  a  l o o k  a h e a d   
b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g  
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effort toward one   
subject. 
  

Finally, I think an excellent sugges-
tion has been made by Esther Searfoss: 
that we involve ourselves with provid-
ing an expanded bonsai collection at 
USF, in their newly planned Kirin C. 
Patel Center for Global Studies, which 
hopefully will have room for such a 
display. 
 
This is something that has to be dis-
cussed at the club and board level, but 
I for one hope we decide to pursue it.  
Since it's her idea exclusively, I'll let 
her outline it to the board at an appro-
priate time. 
 
However, Robert Yarbrough has 
shouldered almost the entire burden of 
keeping a display collection of bonsai at 

USF, offering his trees in the perma-
nent display, and doing most of the 
caretaking for them as well.    He's 
done a great job, of course, and to the 
degree he wished to stay involved or at 
the head of such an expanded effort, I'd 
be in favor of letting him, in thanks for 
all the successful work he's already 
done, if he was interested.  I also 
would hope that a stipend be arranged 
for whoever took on the burden of 
being the curator. 
 
Is that enough?  It's always possible to 
take on too many projects, and as Hu-
kyu grows, we must be careful to use 
our person-power wisely so no one 
burns out. 
 
Nonetheless, all these potential pro-
jects seem like great fun, and things we 
can all learn from, so I hope we can 

find a way of doing them. Of course, in 
the process, they will generate more 
"history" for Hukyu.   
 
Now that Hukyu is finding itself, let us 
hope that will help us find more such 
synchronicity...and beauty:  in our-
selves, in camaraderie within the 
group, and in our bonsai. I have one 
recommendation.  Suncoast does it 
already, and that is to appoint an archi-
vist to keep a thorough documentation 
of what Hukyu is and has done, for 
future reference. 
 
It would have to be of interest to eve-
ryone and particularly of interest to 
new members, and another bonding 
activity for all of Hukyu. 

A  l a s t  l o o k  a t  H u k y u  h i s t o r y  -  a n d  a  l o o k  a h e a d   
b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g  
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2 0 1 0  S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s  

 March 3—May 16: Epcot Flower and Garden Festival 

 March 20: Club Meeting 

 March 20/21: Leu Garden Annual Plant Sale:  www.leugardens.org/events.html 

 March 27/28: Tampa Greenfest 

 April 10/11: USF Plant Sale 

 April 10/11: Winter Garden Spring Fever: www.springfeveringarden.com 

 April 10: 50th Annual Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival, Washington, DC.  

www.sakuramatsuri.org 

 April 17: Club Meeting 

 April 24: Beginner’s class 

 April 24/25: Green Thumb Festival, St. Petersburg 

 May  15: Club Meeting 

 May 28-31: BSF Convention 

 June 12/13: US National Bonsai Exhibition, Rochester, NY 

 June 19: Club Meeting: Mike Rogers 

FYI:   We’re updating the 

flier for Hukyu and creat-

ing a multi-club flier that 

will have information 

about Hukyu, Sundamizu 

(Clearwater) and Suncoast 

(St. Petersburg) clubs. 

Now anyone, anywhere in 

our local area will know 

about the club nearest 

Annual Membership Dues  

 Individual $25.00; Family $35.00; and 10% dis-

count for seniors >60 

 Please pay Esther at the meeting or mail her a 

check  made to “Hukyu Bonsai” and send to:  

Esther Searfoss, 920 Jerry Smith Rd, Dover, FL  



W a n t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  N e w s ?  

 Notify us of upcoming events 

 Article you’d like to write 

 Bonsai Trivia 

 Share your plant knowledge 

 a photo 

 special technique 

 interesting experiences 

Send them to newsletter@hukyubonsai.com 

Hukyu (meaning “everlasting”) Bonsai Society was founded by 

Mr. Phillip Lin, the first president of Hukyu, along with char-

ter members Leota Johnson and Bill Henderson, as Suncoast 

Bonsai Society in 1965, becoming Gulf Coast in 1969, and 

then, in search of a more unique name, Hukyu. 

president@hukyubonsai.com 

 

Monthly meeting: 

3rd Saturday of each month 

10:00am 

University of South Florida Botanical  

Gardens 

 

H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y   

o f  T a m p a  

Find us on the Web! 

www.huykubonsai.com 

Are you in need of tools for your 

bonsai work?  If so, please contact 

Gerald Wilson.  See him at a meeting 

or contact him at 813 -508-4858. 

President: Palmer Ogden 

Vice President: Dave Collom 

Treasurer: Esther Searfoss 

Secretary: Marian Borchers 

Webmaster: Esther Searfoss 

Newsletter: Lois Powell 

Directors: 

 Marian Borchers 

 Bill Brazill 

 Robert Yarbrough 

2 0 1 0  C l u b  O f f i c e r s  


