
If you donõt already know these folks, 
you definitely want to!  And they  want 
to know you too! 

Introducing the 2010 officers of our club. 

 President: Palmer Ogden 

Vice President: Dave  Collom 

Secretary: Marian Borchers 

Treasurer: Esther Searfoss 

Letõs make this the best year for the Hu-
kyu club.  With this team, we have a lot 
of energy and excitement.  All thatõs 
missing is you!  Canõt wait to see you on 
January 16th. 

 

 

2 0 1 0  N e w  O f f i c e r s I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s u e : 

N e w  c l u b  o f -

f i c e r s  f o r  

2 0 1 0  

1  

M e e t - U p  

W e b s i t e  

1  

B o a r d  M e e t -

i n g  M i n u t e s  

2  

J a n u a r y  1 6  

M e e t i n g  

3  

2 0 1 0  C l u b  

S c h e d u l e 

3  

F e a t u r e d  A r -

t i c l e :  t h e  

P r o f e s s i o n a l s  

o f  H u k y u  

4 /  

5  

I n f o r m a t i o n /

A d s / N o t i c e s  

6  

H
u

k
y

u
 
B

o
n

s
a

i 
S

o
c

ie
t
y

 
 

o
f
 
T

a
m

p
a

 

J a n u a r y ,  2 0 1 0 

2 0 1 0 ,  I s s u e  1 

H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y   
     o f  T a m p a  

U R G E N T ! 

C a n c e l l a t i o n!  

 

Please note, the Shohin 

Workshop at Pasiminan 

scheduled for this Satur-

day, January 16th has 

been postponed.  It will 

be rescheduled when the 

weather is warmer and 

more conducive to an 

outside workshop. 

Palmer is going to lead us 

into a great year!  He has 

tremendous energy and is 

excited to increase our 

membership! 

Be sure to say hello to 

Dave and tell him what 

programs youõd like to see 

this year!  Heõs actively 

looking for your ideas for 

some great programs! 

Esther is our District 5 rep to 

the BSF, she manages our 

website and now, sheõs our 

treasurer!  Now thatõs an 

enthusiast! 

This yearõs secretary, is 

Marian (and Zoe).  We are 

looking forward to some 

great meeting notes, as 

we all have short memo-

to several local clubs.   

Itõs free.  Thereõs no obligation.  

Thereõs no junk mail.  It was set 

up by Dave Collom for our clubs.  

Go to  

http://www.meetup.com/

WestCentralFloridaBonsai/ 

Itõs easy and only takes a minute 

to enroll. 

Check it out today! 

Calling all Bonsai enthusiasts!   

Have you been thinking that 

youõd love to get some input or 

thoughts about a bonsai project 

youõre considering?  Or maybe 

youõd just like to see what oth-

ers are doing?  Or even just 

share some bonsai information?   

This site will let us communi-

cate between meetings.  Best of 

all, it has been made available 

M e e t - U p  We b s i t e  a v a i l a b l e 

Annual Membership Dues  

¶ Individual $25.00; Family 

$35.00; and 10% discount 

for seniors >60 

¶ To get your quarterly BSF 

magazine, we need your 

dues this month.   

¶ Please pay Esther at the 

meeting or mail her a check  

made to òHukyu Bonsaió 

and send to:  

Esther Searfoss, 920 Jerry 

Smith Rd, Dover, FL  33527 



Elections were held and the 
new officers were elected 
for 2010. 

For now, Lois Powell will 
continue to produce the 
newsletter and Esther Sear-
foss will continue to main-
tain our website. 

1- A key discussion area was 
community outreach.  

(a) One idea is to put a con-
certed effort to alert area 
garden clubs about our club.  
It was also suggested that 
some of our members may 
be willing to do demonstra-
tions or lectures for these 
clubs. 

(b) It was also suggested that 
fliers be posted at various  
locations around the USF 
campus, advertising upcom-
ing Hukyu meetings, espe-
cially when visiting teachers 
are doing a program.  

(c) And to further  advertise 
the club to the community, 
such  things as Facebook, 
Youtube and Meetup could 
be used. 

(d) We will also hold classes 
at USF twice a year, the first 
being after Greenfest.  The 
cost would include a yearõs 
membership in the Hukyu 
society. 

(e) Clif mentioned that the 
Tampa Museum of Fine Arts 
is reopening on February 
6th, 2010.   This could po-
tentially be a good location 
to conduct classes, lectures 
and demonstrations. 

(f) We will consider attend-
ing GreenFest at the Uni-
versity of Tampa.  We need 
tables, plants, tent and 
things to sell (for a 25% 
donation to UT), and volun-
teers to set up and man the 
booth. 

(g) Other ideas included: 
TV, Radio, Newspapers and 
other publications may be 
good vehicles for commu-
nity outreach.  There will be 
more discussion at future 
meetings. 

2- The second topic was the 
Hukyu display at USF.  The 
trees in the current display 
are owned by individual 
members.   It was suggested 
that these trees be placed 
separately on a visiting ta-
ble.   

We can purchase trees for 
the club public display with 
funds from our club.  An-
other idea is that when trees 
are used for demonstration 
at club meetings, perhaps 
they should be used in the 
club public display instead 
of being raffled off.  This 
would allow the demonstra-
tor to periodically come 
back to the club to do more 
work on the same tree.  A 
great educational opportu-
nity! 

3- We discussed member-
ship participation and in-
volvement.  Some of the 
ideas are:  

(a) Invite members  to tell 

how they became interested 

in bonsai, possibly as articles 

for the newsletter.   

(b) Offer members the op-

portunity to give programs 

on an interest of theirs, en-

couraging them to make use 

of other membersõ knowl-

edge.   

(c)  Have a panel discussion 

of tree analysis.   

4-It was also suggested that 

the board meetings be held 

at one of the area restau-

rants after a regular club 

meeting so that more mem-

bers could attend. 

5- Another topic was about 

our meeting location.  As 

many of you know there are 

some difficulties including 

lack of air conditioning and 

lack of a good presentation 

environment (aids such as 

slide shows and white board 

materials).  It was suggested 

that perhaps we can find a 

better location if it can be at 

a low or no cost.  Clif sug-

gested that he would be 

willing to look in the Tampa 

Museum of Fine Arts as 

meeting place when  he 

presents the earlier dis-

cussed suggestions to them.   

We agreed this was a good 

start. 

6-Finally, membership dues 

are due.   

Respectfully submitted, 

M i n u t e s  f r o m  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  b y  M a r i a n  B o r c h e r s 

Newsflash:  Bonsai 

Master, Mr. Ben Oki 

is leading a tour of 

Japan from February 

8-18, 2010. Among 

the highlights of the 

tour will be the 

Kokufu-ten show as 

well as private 

gardens that only 

open up for people 

like  Mr. Oki.  Any 

members interested 

in joining this trip 

should contact 

Kokusai Travel for 

more information at 

714-840-0455 
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Scottõs enjoying the tree at Marianõs 

Holiday Party 

Robert, Vicki and Marian 



Repotting: Beyond 
the Basics 

This meeting, we will be 
having Robert Yarbrough 
review and go beyond the 
basics in regards to repot-
ting our trees.  Robert and 
his wife Vicki have cared for 
an extensive (hundreds) and 
varied collection of bonsai 
trees for many years suc-
cessfully.   

This is a do not miss meet-
ing for me as I am realizing 
that though Iõve been doing 

bonsai for a number of years 
much of what I do, can be 
improved upon to achieve 
much better results and 
healthier more disease resis-
tant trees.   

So bring your questions, 
especially the tough ones ,as 
no question will go unan-
swered.  Some questions I 
have so far; which trees can 
handle more severe root 
pruning and which do we 
need to be careful of?, when 
is the best time to repot 

Australian pine and I have 
others.  

What the heck, if you have a 
tree you want to repot and 
have the materials to do it 
you could do it at the meet-
ing.   

Plus as always, we request 
attendees to bring in trees 
they are working on just for 
general interest and discus-
sion.   

This will be a great meeting 
for both the beginner and 
the seasoned bonsaist. 

J a n u a r y  1 6t h  M e e t i n g   b y  D a v e  C o l l o m 

H u k y u  M e e t i n g  A g e n d a s  2 0 1 0  b y  D a v e  C o l l o m 

February:  Club works on 

new tree material for public 

display:  just a few trees to 

allow all of us to get our 

hands dirty or just sit back 

and contribute your 

thoughts.  This will be a 

good basis of club trees for 

all future exhibitions we 

choose to participate in.  I 

am hoping we develop a 

nice literati too! 

March: Forest planting, this 

will be part of our òbeyond 

the basicsó theme this year.  

Basics will be reviewed, but 

we will go further to include 

more types of forests and 

learning the art of appearing 

random while maintaining 

good perspective and more! 

April or May: Bonsai Pho-

tography:  Techniques for 

photographing bonsai, main-

taining a photo journal of 

tree development.  We can 

bring trees to the meeting 

and have them set up on a 

display, photographed and 

even posted on our website.  

Should be fun! 

Yours in Bonsai, Dave 

You can contact Dave at: 

davecollom@gmail.com 

P.S. Looking forward to 

increasing the information 

sharing between clubs: at 

least among Hukyu, Sun-

damizu, Suncoast & more! 

Other than this monthõs 

repotting, the Hukyu meet-

ings are not set in stone and 

we have plenty of room for 

your input.  We also hope 

to do more fun things in-

cluding raffles this year.  

Please share your thoughts 

with me, or if you like, put 

them on the meet-up site 

forum at http://

www.meetup.com/

WestCentralFloridaBonsai/ 

for discussion. 

Are there any specific speak-

ers you would like us to 

have?  Special field trips?  

Iõm anxious to hear from 

you.  Letõs make this year 

fun, but also take our bonsai 

to the next level.   

Hereõs the tentative sched-

ule: 

Do you know anyplace 

that may be available for 

a tree collecting trip?  

Weõre seeking locations 

for a field trip later this 

year.  If you have any 

suggestions, please 

contact Dave at 

davecollom@gmail.com 
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Daveõs daughter joined us too! 

2 0 1 0  S c h e d u l e  o f  

E v e n t s  

¶ January 16, 2010: Club Meeting: 

Repotting: Beyond the Basics 

¶ January 16, 2010: Shohin work-

shop at Pasiminan postponed 

due to cold weather  

¶ February 20: Club Meeting 

¶ February 27/28: Wigertõs Open 

House 

¶ March 20: Club Meeting 

¶ March 27/28: Tampa Greenfest 

¶ April 17: Club Meeting 

¶ April 24/25: Green Thumb Festi-

val, St. Petersburg 



T h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  o f  t h e  H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y  
b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g   
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The Hukyu Bonsai Society, under its various names, was always blessed with a series of conditions that allowed it 
to thrive. 
 
Sometimes, that set of conditions has to be imposed by members who are conscious of a lack of organic positive 
conditions.  For example, it was very easy to maintain interest, and evolve good fun highly educational programs 
for the (southern) California Bonsai Society, which had none other than John Yoshio Naka at its core...and he only 
part of the strength of the organization. 
 
Lacking that, it requires more people coming together to maintain the enthusiasm and involve the members.  The 
nice thing is that when there are those willing to do that the organization generally thrives even if there is not a 
core nucleus of high knowledge or fanatic enthusiasm. 
 
In the beginning, there was the enthusiasm of pioneers.  This was so new that few in the community knew any-
thing about it and most were curious about it. Remember, Hukyu was the first group which formed in Florida. 
There was great fertile ground to spread the seed and get new members.  As I recall, in the earlier years, there 
were already 30 or 40 members who came fairly regularly. 
 
Those still connected with the club, or at least with whom we are still in contact, from the early years include Bill 
Henderson, who needs no introduction; Marian Rousseau, who was a big help for so long, and who came recently 
to our multi-club auction; Maggie Byers, who with Hanako Howard (now deceased) made for an unstoppable crew 
of enthusiasm; Clyde Rohde, who, with his father, Elmer Rohde, was one of the earliest members and who was 
also recently at our multiclub auction. 
 
Then, somewhat later, there were a number of people 
who decided to get into the art in an even more powerful 
way: those who went into it professionally. 
 
Earliest were Marc and Marian Borchers (yes, our 
Marian Borchers) who did excellent bonsai and had a 
splendid nursery on North 40th Street, continuing it to 
some fame nationally and even internationally.   
 
On a personal note, I had met Doris Young in January 
1970 at her nursery and was impressed with her bonsai 
but mostly in terms of the degree to which they seemed 
- healthy, yes but -- primarily hoary with age. 
 
I didn't come down to Florida for an annual trip the next 
year, but in the following year I popped in when I had 
the chance to get to Tampa, only to find a much perkier 
person come out to meet me, to which I could only say: 
"Mrs Young, you've gotten a little younger.  A few min-
utes later I met Marian's husband, Marc.  We did a lot of 
things together over the years,  much of which involved 
some pretty intense collecting trips  
 
Of course, Marc and Marian had, in my absence of the intervening year, bought the nursery from Doris Young. 
 
There was someone selling bonsai even earlier in the club who was in fact the president of the club for its first two 
years, Willard J. Cleary, who, at the time had a small setup selling bonsai.  They were, however, bonsai which 
were purchased from Doris Young, so he thus wasn't really a bonsai professional in the sense of doing it himself. 
 
There were others who did, however.  Skip and Treva Cox held forth for several years,  

Jorge Lucero in the early years 
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selling from their own home, and did quite reputable bonsai work. 

 
Chris Frye, still somewhat active with the club, did very good bonsai work, and was strong and highly energetic, 
which helps when one is trying to do some serious collecting, as we all did in those day.   
 
Mention the term "Cow House Slough" to any of the early active members and you will see a great serenity settle on 
them remembering the fun that they had in the area finding good material. 
 
One of the most active members in the club, in terms of service and active selling and styling, was Jorge Lucero. 
 
Jorge came to run a bonsai department which he started in a nursery way south on Dale Mabry, Sunset Nursery.  
Then too, he edited the Hukyu Newsletter for a good number of years, later graduating to be editor of the Magazine 
of the Bonsai Societies of Florida. 

 
Later, internationally recognized E. Felton Jones came to the Tampa area 
and became part of the crowd as well. 
 
Not only did these professionals put on programs for the club, but they 
also spread the word by doing programs for many garden clubs and other 
horticultural groups. 
 
No wonder, then, that Hukyu had upwards of seventy or eighty members 
in its heyday. 
 
The bonsai talent did not rest entirely in the professionals in their midst  
however.  For example, I remember with glee the amazement that came 
forth when Maggie Byer first displayed a buttonwood with leaves she had 
dwarfed till they looked more the size of boxwood leaves - but the plant 
was well styled and super healthy to boot. 
 
And Bill Henderson never said anything much about his talent, but he has 
come forth with some very very nice trees over the years too.  As did 

Marian Rousseau; as did Hanako Howard, and on and on. 
 
I'll be moving on to other topics in this series of Hukyu's history, for there is much to learn beyond just reminiscing by 
us old fogies.  Best meeting places and meeting times, and why they worked; kinds of successful outreaches; most 
fun programs and best kinds of plants we found for different skill levels, are all parts of the puzzle I hope to put to-
gether.  The purpose of all this, after all, is an effort for us to figure out how to ultimately make Hukyu bigger, better, 
more useful and more fun, than we ever made it before. 
 
I say "we" easily because, while I came only occasionally (from 1972 to 1981, when I moved here from Baltimore/
Washington) I was always welcomed and always felt a part of all the goings on. 
 
And while I was late to the party relative to the founding members, I feel honored to have known those who began 
and made Hukyu as successful as it was.  I never met Willard Cleary, but I enjoyed all those mentioned here.  Be-
yond them, there were: Phil Lin, mentioned in earlier articles, Murlene Leiden, Matilda Mickler (Yay Matilda), Earlene 
Lewis, Pat Emerson and her father Jim Emerson, Josephine Bingham, and on and on. I can't help but leave out 
some I enjoyed for there were too many for retention. 
 

E. Felton Jones while still teaching in Atlanta 


