
As we are coming to the close of an-

other year and the close of my second 

term in this position I wanted to thank 

you all for your support and patience 

with me.  Hopefully every one has had 

a good experience over the past 10 

months and we all have learned and 

increased our knowledge of the art.  I 

look forward to the coming year and 

will continue to show my support in 

any way I can.  To the one to take on 

the position as President, know that 

you too will have my full support help 

when ever possible.  I have had a great 

experience and have grown with the 

responsibilities at hand.   

 

Thanks to all for a great year. 
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H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y   
     o f  T a m p a  

The club will provide the main dish.   

Please bring a covered dish to pass. 

Agenda: 

1. Party 

2. Election of 2010 officers 

3. Pay 2010 Dues 

December Mtg Date Change 

The December meeting/Holiday party will be held at Marian 

Borchers house on Sunday, December 13th at 11:00am.  18700 Iola 

Lake Rd, Dade City. 
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M u l t i - C l u b  A u c t i o n ñ A  g r e a t  

s u c c e s s ! 

With over 60 attendees, we had a 

fantastic day!  There were more 

than 10 vendor tables and at least 

4 clubs participated.   

The auction followed with a bever-

age and a lively auction of over 70 

items.  The Hukyu club share of 

the proceeds was $99.17.  Thanks 

to Marian Borchers, Scott Estes, 

Bill Henderson, Cathy Varn, and 

Gerald Wilson who all donated 

items to the auction. 

Everyone had a chance to partici-

pate in and cheer on the soil mak-

ing workshop and then to pur-

chase the wonderful soil. 

Cathy and Steve Varn did a great 

job cooking hot dogs, some plain 

and some steamed in beer, wow!  

And the hot dog/beverage profits 

also went to the Hukyu club. 

Late in the day, there was a fire 

drum circle for all to enjoy. 

A truly great day and one we hope 

to do again next year. 

W e a t h e r  P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  L o c a t i o n  

All tropicals should be moved into protected areas during cold weather, especially from frigid 
winds. Remember 50 degrees is the danger point. 

W a t e r i n g  

During cool weather there shouldnót be a need for as much watering, but never let the soil dry out. 

F e e d i n g  

Continue using a low nitrogen fertilizer on all plants, only about once this month. Bloommaster, 
Bloombuilder, Magamp or other low nitrogen fertilizer may be used to ñhardenoffò plants. 

S t y l i n g  

All plants (except tropicals) can be styled, especially those that are to be repotted in January. 

R e p o t t i n g  

Deciduous trees that have lost all their leaves (gone dormant) can be repotted. 

P e s t  C o n t r o l   

Watch for borers and other insects - spray as needed. 

C o l l e c t i n g  

Any dormant deciduous plant may be collected in the Tampa area. 

S p e c i a l  N o t e s 

You should get pots, soil or any needed items ready for January potting and the busy months 

ahead. 

G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  C a r e  b y  M a r i a n  B o r c h e r s 

Special award to our own Esther 

Searfoss for all the work she does 

representing us in District 5 and for 

being an outstanding volunteer .  

Ester does so much for us including 

being our webmaster.  Thank you, 

Esther! 

Photos courtesy of Robert Apholz 



H i s t o r y  o f  H u k y u  c o n t i n u e d  b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g 

In the continuing effort to fill out the background and history of Hukyu,  I'd like to simply quote an essay by Phil 
Lin, who was as much or more the founder of the Tampa Society as anyone. 
Today, in the expanding (and thus more western approach) world of bonsai, there is less and less discussion 
of the spiritual underpinnings of the bonsai art.  In fact this may be so of the study of bonsai in Japan as well, 
to a certain degree. 
 
As with all serious art forms from Japan, remember, it was studied by the top masters, not as an art form in 
and of itself, but also as a spiritual path.  A means of discovering oneself, as it were, and a means to the end 
of the Zen experience -- or,  as the ancient Hindi would put it (from which traditions Buddhism sprang, remem-
ber, and especially the later Zen form), to find the atman, or one's soul, which was considered the God within 
oneself.  
 
In the not too distant past, there were still those teachers in this country who taught these higher views of bon-
sai.  One of them was Frank Okamura, of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden; another was John Yoshio Naka who, 
though he soft-pedaled the concept, still held to it; and another very powerful practitioner of this direction of 
bonsai study, Khan Komai, who was quite outspoken about it, especially in his writings. 
Today they are all gone, of course, and there is little discussion of this additional aspect of bonsai and, indeed, 
of all fine art. 
 
Still, in the beginning of the Tampa Society, there was one such very aware of it: Phil Lin himself. 
Phil was Chinese and understood much of the ancient oriental traditions of the merging of spirituality and art 
form, and why it was important to them (and to him).  As you will see, this essay, intended as an introduction to 
bonsai for new members, introduced people to both forms. 
 
It is illuminating as to the origins of Hukyu, and something that we all can make use of in our deeper under-
standing of bonsai, in my opinion. 
 
This is his essay: 
 

Heaven, Man and Earth  

 
Many Bonsai beginners are being taught by text or bonsai Masters that a good bonsai (generally informal up-
right or slanting style should have three main branches which are designated as representing Heaven, Earth, 
and Man.  Sometimes this rule is accompanied by a brief explanation as to why three branches are desirable, 
but the students are usually left puzzled as to the true meaning of the designation. 
 
Actually, what the true meaning is really is not important.  This is merely a favorite traditional Oriental method 
of teaching -- by reducing the subject matter to be taught to a set of simple rules for easy memory.  It does not 
matter w3hether the student grasps the underlying principle at the beginning; as long as he follows the rules 
he will not be widely off the mark.  The important thing is that the moment he starts practicing the simple, 
taught routine his understanding and insight of the task he performs will grow.  Presumably the basic principle 
will someday later dawn on him suddenly and make him exclaim: "So this is why they taught me to do it this 
way.  It did save me many a false start by trial and error!" 
Incidentally, the attempt to make one suddenly awaken to a greater truth by the routine carrying out of simple, 
humble chores is the very basis of Zen philosophy which has profound influences upon Oriental ways of life 
and thinking. 
 
Coming back to our topic under discussion, the trinity of Heaven, Earth, and Man does represent another phi-
losophical notion rooted deep in Oriental history.  To know the background, we must go back to the beginning 
of Chinese history.  At the dawn of Chinese recorded history, forty six centuries ago, a class of high priests 
and tribal chieftans of the primitive society gradually elevated themselves to the position of kings and ruled 
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over larger groups of people beyond their clans.  As happened in all archaic civilizations, they needed a theo-
logical justification for establishing their rule.  So they regarded themselves as demi-gods and the agent be-
tween Heaven (Gods), Earth (Nature) and the common mortals they governed.  They represented their sub-
jects in offering sacrifices to Heaven and Earth, and represented Heaven and and Earth in reigning over men. 
 
By the time of the Shang dynasty (1400-1100 B.C.), both the authority of the king and the theoloico-political 
theory of "Mandate from Heaven" was firmly established.  According to this theory, the king on earth receives 
his authority to rule over people from the celestial King in Heaven, who ruled over the other gods just as the 
mortal earthly king rules over men.  For this reason, the Chinese kings later on assumed the title of "Son of 
Heaven".  I am mentioning the above because this ancient theological background had a great deal to do with 
the early development of Chinese garden design. 
Coming back to our original topic again, from the archaic beginning this Chinese theological belief was ration-
alized by philosophers of later ages into a generalized cosmic view -- the Cosmic Trinity of Heaven, Earth, and 
Man -- to denote the three basic constituents of the universe.  Heaven represents the supernatural or super-
physical world; Earth represents the physical world, and Man the human world. 
 
In this connection one may recall the attempts in other civilizations to break down the universe to its simplest 
terms.  The ancient Greeks and Hindus considered the universe as composed of four elements -- air, water, 
fire, and earth. -- which represent the gaseous, liquid, solid states and the interaction of matter.  The Hindus 
further inferred that all the phenomena of the universe can be reduced to the two aspects of "matter" and 
"mind".  Now the scientists theorize that all the physical universe can be broken into a hundred or so chemical 
elements or more basically into "mass" and "energy". 
 
Some readers perhaps will remark: "Fine, perhaps all these conjectures and theorems contain some truth and 
logic in their reasoning.  But since man is a physical being and comprises part of the physical world, isn't the 
inclusion of Man in the Chinese cosmic trinity superfluous?  The answer lies in the fact that whatever the uni-
verse is composed of, it is up to the human mind to perceive of and speculate on it.  A Bonsai is beautiful, but 
without Heaven to provide the creative forces, govern the seasons, and regulate sunshine and rainfall, a Bon-
sai tree will not grow.  Without Earth to provide the physical form, there will be no place for a Bonsai to grow 
from.  And without man -- who will be there to appreciate and enjoy Bonsai?  Such, then, is the relationship of 
Heaven, Earth, and Man.  (On your vacation, think about it!) 

H i s t o r y  o f  H u k y u  c o n t i n u e d  b y  C l i f  P o t t b e r g  
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M o r e  M u l t i - c l u b  a u c t i o n  p h o t o s 

Photos courtesy of Robert Apholz and Monika Kearsley 


