
This event will be our biggest and most exciting 

event of the year.   First, as we’ve learned from 

Clif, soil is the most important factor to having 

healthy bonsai trees.  The best way to get good 

soil is to mix it ourselves.   For many of us, it 

will be our first experience at this activity and 

will be a lot of fun.  Afterwards, we’ll split the 

soil among the clubs and sell it to raise funds for 

the club. 

Next, we’ll have a multi-club auction.  There 

will be at least 4 clubs participating.  What a 

great opportunity to acquire new trees, pots 

and who knows what other items might be auc-

tioned off.  (As a seller, you are limited to auc-

tion up to 5 items, but as a buyer, you can buy 

as much as you like.)  Just remember to bring 

cash, no credit cards accepted.   If you plan to 

auction or sell, it will be an 80/20 split. 

There will also be individual sales tables and a 

refreshment table including hot dogs for sale.  

However, you are welcome to bring your own 

cooler (BYOB). 

As a special ending to the day, we’ll have a fire 

drum circle.  

If you plan to attend, be sure to contact 

Gerald (president@hukyubonsai.com; 

813-508-4858) or Lois 

(lopowell@yahoo.com; 727-742-3301). 

We need to know how many are coming.  

Also, if you plan to bring things to be 

auctioned or sold, we need to know as 

soon as possible so that the items can be 

tagged and readied. 
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     o f  T a m p a  

Event Schedule and things you need to know 

 10:00am: Soil mixing workshop 

 12:30pm: Auction 

 Evening: Fire Drum Circle 

Location 

Clif Pottberg’s 

18700 Lake Iola Road 

Dade City  

Take I-75 North, exit 293. Go west 1/2 mile to big curve. Turn right into 18700.   

 

Everyone’s welcome, but you must be a club member to sell.  Bring your 
friends and family! 

Can you help on Saturday? 

We need volunteers for: 

● Set-up 

● Parking 

● Refreshments 

● Tear down/Clean up 

● Auction—including Paddle 

registration; runners; 

cashiers, etc. 

● Note: Volunteers can 

still participate in the 

auction! 

Let Gerald or Lois know 



aving taken on the task of educating 

myself about the earliest Hukyu doings, 

I decided to let everybody else know 

what I'm finding. 

 

First, after I had written what I learned 

last month, I turned to Bill Henderson, 

a founding member.  Through Robert 

Yarbrough, a generous - and knowl-

edgeable - soul, Bill lent me a pamphlet 

on the history of the Hukyu Club. 

 

What follows is only a page, but it is all 

that was kept as an archive from the 

early (or any) years, but it's a good 

start. 

 

I had thought that Clyde Rohde, an 

early member, and whose father was a 

founding member, and who was, I 

think, the librarian for a while, might 

have more information, but in finally 

reaching him I realized he didn't. 

 

Marian Rousseau, a very early member 

also, didn't have anything, but she shed 

light on a couple of other leads that I'm 

following up. 

 

First, before the history page reprinted 

below, here's some wonderful news. 

 

Bill Henderson is planning to be at 

our November 21 shindig!!   

 

So is Marian Rousseau!!   

 

So is Clyde Rohde!! 

 

Of course, Marian Borchers was an 

early member too, and she'll be there 

too, automatically, (since she lives 

there). 

 

Betty Henderson, Bill's wife, said she 

wasn't up to coming (having recently 

had hip replacement surgery), but 

sent her very best.  I have a hunch 

we'll be hearing from her from time to 

time too, and a few others as well. 

 

So we'll have a historic homecoming 

meeting, and a coming together of the 

antecedants of the Hukyu Society.  

Should be wonderful. 

 

I hope the turnout from Hukyu will 

therefore be large, so as to properly 

welcome these great people back into 

the fold (who had left). 

 

...and back is what I mean.  Marian 

Rousseau says she's not manually dex-

trous enough to do a lot of bonsai work 

anymore, but that we'll be hearing from 

her from time to time. 

 

Bill Henderson never got out of the art 

and still has nice bonsai. 

 

Marian Borchers is getting ever more 

active again and has already re-

developed an exciting start to an exten-

sive shohin (and other) bonsai collec-

tion. 

 

...and Clyde Rohde says he thinks it's a 

great time to get back into the art, 

which he's been thinking about for a 

while. 

 

We'll hope to have much more in the 

next month's newsletter. 

 

Meantime, here's the text of the page of 

history in Hukyu's archive.  We've al-

ready gone over some of what follows, 

but most  is new. 

 

=========================== 

"Mr. Philip Lin, who was first president 

of Hukyu, founder of Florida Bonsai 

Newsletter  -- which became our Flor-

ida Bonsai -- and has become a lifetime 

member of Hukyu, gave us much of 

this information along with charter 

members Leota Johnson and Bill Hen-

derson. 

 

"The pioneers of bonsai in Tampa 

formed the Suncoast Bonsai Society in 

1965, became Gulf Coast in 1969 and 

then Hukyu (meaning "everlasting") 

because the first two names were found 

to be in conflict with other clubs in the 

state. 

"1968 was the first year of the annual 

exhibition at the Florida State Fair 

(lasting until 1978) and other events in 

the area. 

 

"1969 was marked by excitement with 

a visit by Mr. Horace Hinds, who was 

the editor of Bonsai Magazine and 

publisher of Bonsai Club International. 

Mr. Hinds paved the way for subse-

quent invitations by Florida bonsai 

societies to Mr. John Naka and other 

leading figures. 

 

"Hukyu was now on firm ground and 

our activities, programs and knowl-

edge of bonsai continued to grow. 

 

"In 1971 Mr. Phillip Lin, originator of 

the idea of BSF, contacted the seven or 

eight bonsai societies suggesting we 

should have a Florida Bonsai Newslet-

ter and through the newsletter, leaders 

of all Florida bonsai clubs met in Or-

lando to organize the Bonsai Societies 

of Florida; the object was also to host a 

Bonsai Congress which was held in 

Miami in 1975.  

 

"Thus, just as the Hukyu Society 

brought together all the bonsai lovers 

in the area, the Newsletter and BSF 

brought together all the fans and pro-

fessionals in Florida. 

 

"Some of our Hukyu members known 

at the state, national and international 

level have been Philip Lin, Jorge 

Lucero, Rowena Berteau, Marian 

Borchers, Gay Laubsch, Ely Johnson, 

Cliff Pottberg and Felton Jones." 

======================= 

Next month, in addition to what else 

we are able to uncover, we'll reprint an 

early essay by Mr. Philip Lin himself, 

Heaven, Man and Earth, on the histori-

cal and religious background of bonsai, 

and then, before this series is complete, 

also some thoughts about how Hukyu 

fitted in with the growth of bonsai in 

this country, and finally, how Hukyu 

might begin again to become a major 

force, not just of bonsai, but of art and 

high garden values, in the Tampa area 

and beyond,  in the author's opinion. 

More on the history of the Hukyu Bonsai Society by Clif Pottberg 
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H u k y u  O f f i c e r  E l e c t i o n s  

If you are interested in help-

ing Hukyu create exciting 

programs for 2010, let us 

know.  It doesn’t take much 

of your time and we’ll have 

other members as part of 

your team to help you.  No 

matter what the office, we 

have teams/committees that 

will ensure the job gets 

done.   

All you need to provide is 

interest and your personal 

energy! 

The officers duties include: 

President: Develop agenda 

and hold regular monthly 

meetings and board meet-

ings; preside over meetings 

or arrange for a substitute. 

V.P.: Along with the educa-

tional committee: Provide 

program for monthly meet-

ings including educational 

activities. 

Secretary: Keep records of 

board actions and minutes of 

meetings. 

Treasurer: Manage finances 

of society and keep records 

If your interested, please let 

Gerald, Scott or Lois know. 

 

It’s that time again.  We 

want to thank all our offi-

cers for leading us through 

2009.   

Now, on to 2010!  Let’s 

keep the momentum going.  

We’re learning that Hukyu 

has a rich history and many 

of our senior leaders and 

members are still very much 

interested and active in Bon-

sai.  And they stay interested 

in and follow our club.  

What a great legacy to build 

from. 

Elections will be held at the 

Holiday party.  To do that, 

we need nominees! 
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The December 

meeting/Holiday 

party will be held 

at Marian Borchers 

house on December 

19th.  18700 Iola 

Lake Rd, Dade 

City. 

Stay tuned for more 

details! 

Weather Protection and Location: 

Be prepared to move tropicals into protected areas during cold weather, especially from frigid winds. Remember 50 degrees 

is the danger point. 

Watering: 

If cool, you probably will not have to water as much, but do not let plants get too dry from cold winds. 

Feeding: 

Continue using a low nitrogen fertilizer on all plants. Bloommaster, Bloombuilder, Magamp or other low nitrogen fertilizer 

may be used to “harden-off” plants. 

Styling: 

Low nitrogen fertilizer should slow growth, so little or no pruning should be needed. You can still style and wire trees, while 

watching for wire damage. 

Repotting: 

Junipers can be repotted, if not severely root pruned. Other possible repotting candidates are podocarpus and boxwood. 

Pest Control:  

Watch for borers and other insects - spray as needed. 

Collecting: 

If bald cypress is dormant, they can be collected. Any dormant plant may be collected in the Tampa area, toward the end of 

the month. 

N o v e m b e r  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  C a r e  b y  M a r i a n  B o r c h e r s  



ARTICLE 1 - NAME, PURPOSE  

Section 1: The name of the organization shall be the Hukyu Bonsai Society of Tampa.  

Section 2: The Hukyu Bonsai Society of Tampa was formed as a non-profit organization to create interest in the development, cultivation, 
propagation and display of bonsai.  Activities of the Society may include but are not limited to: increase public awareness of the 
art of bonsai; to provide educational and informational activities to the public; and to encourage members to improve their 
bonsai.   

 ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP  

Section 1: Membership shall be open to the public who are interested in the promulgation and perpetuation of bonsai  

Section 2: Annual dues shall be set by the Board of Directors as necessary and submitted to the general membership for ratification at the 
next scheduled meeting.  A two-thirds vote of assembled members shall be necessary to pass any changes in dues.   

Section 3: The Board shall have the authority to establish and define categories of membership including making members life-time mem-
bers which are not subject to annual dues. 

Section 4: Any member who has not paid their annual dues within 2 months of their due date shall be dropped from the membership roles.   

Section 5: Any member deciding to no longer be a member of the Society will not have dues refunded for any reason. 

 ARTICLE III - MEETINGS OF MEMBERS  

Section 1: Monthly Meetings and Workshops.  The date and location of the monthly meetings shall be set by the President.  Meeting will 
be held every month unless the membership votes to cancel a specific monthly meeting.  The coordination and date and location 
of all field trips and workshops shall be set by the Vice-President.  

Section 2: Special Meetings.  Special meetings may be called by any member of the Board of Directors.  A petition signed by ten percent of 
the membership may call a special meeting.  

Section 3: Notice.  Notice of each meeting, workshop or field trip shall be given to each member, by mail, email, or phone call not less 
than five days before the meeting. 

ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Section 1: Board Role, Size, Composition.  The Board is responsible for overall policy and direction of the Society, and delegates responsi-
bility for day-to-day operations to the President.  The Board shall have up to 7 members and no fewer than five members.  The 
board receives no compensation.    

Section 2: Meetings.  The Board shall meet at least quarterly, at an agreed upon time 
and place.  Any member of the Society can attend Board meetings and express their opinions.    

Section 3: Board Make-up.  The Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Directors. 

Section 4: To qualify as a Board member, a member must have been a member of the Society for at least six months with dues paid up at 
the time of his or her nomination. 

Section 5: Election Procedures.  Candidates for each office will be announced by the President at the November monthly meeting.  Voting 
shall occur at the December monthly meeting or can be submitted by mail sent to the Society’s mailing address.  

Section 6: Terms.  All Board members shall serve one – one year terms, but are eligible for re-election.  However, no board member shall 
serve more than three one-year terms consecutively.  

Section 8: Quorum.  A quorum must be attended by at least forty percent of the Board members before business can be transacted or 
motions made or passed.  

Section 9: Notice.  An official Board meeting requires that each Board member have notice by phone, email, or mail at least one week in 
advance.  

Hukyu Bonsai Society By-Laws 



Section 10: Officers and Duties.   

 The President shall develop an agenda and convene regularly scheduled monthly meetings and Board meetings, and shall preside 
or arrange for other members of the executive committee to preside at each meeting in the following order:  Vice-President; 
Secretary; Treasurer.  

 The Vice-President will provide for a program for each monthly meeting and be responsible for organizing all educational ac-
tivities.  Responsibilities also include presiding over monthly Society meetings once the business portion of the meeting has 
concluded.   

 The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping records of Board actions, including  recording the minutes at all board meetings 
and regular monthly meetings 

 The Treasurer shall make a report at each monthly meeting.  The Treasurer is also  responsible for the completion of all re-
quired financial records including payment of sales tax., and  depositing all fees and income to the Society’s bank account.  The 
Treasurer shall keep proper records of all transactions made and shall keep records available for audit at any time as required. 

 The Directors shall attend all meetings of the Board and review all business of the organization.  They shall make necessary rec-
ommendations to the general membership at any regular or special meeting for discussion, vote and deposition. 

Section 11: Resignation, Termination and Absences.  Resignation from the Board must be in writing and received by the Secretary.   A 
Board member shall be dropped for excess absences from the Board if he or she has three unexcused absences from Board meet-
ings in a year.  A Board member may be removed for other reasons by a three-fourths vote of the remaining board members. 

Section 12: If for any reason, the President resigns the Vice-President shall become the President.  If any other member of the Board re-
signs, the President shall appoint a member to fill the office for the remainder of the term. 

Section 13: All releases of funds must be approved by the Board.  Funds will be requested in writing of the Board and will consist of an 
itemized estimate of the money required to complete a specific project.   No member of the Society may incur any indebtedness 
in the name of the Society without prior approval of the Board. 

 ARTICLE V - COMMITTEES  

Section 1: The Board may create committees as needed.  There shall be five standing committees – Planning Committee, Plant Sale Com-
mittee, Yearbook Committee, Publicity Committee, and Membership Committee. 

Section 2: The Planning Committee will have the responsibility to plan, direct and implement all club activities outside of monthly meet-
ings, field trips, and workshops.  

Section 3. The Plant Sale Committee will have the responsibility of coordinating the purchase, development and sale of all plants sold by 
the Society.  Reports of plant purchases and sales are to be made to the Board of Directors. 

Section 4.. The Yearbook Committee will have the responsibility to prepare the information and publish the annual yearbook. 

Section 5. The Publicity Committee will have the responsibility to prepare and coordinate publication of information on the Society for 
publication in newspapers, periodicals and newsletters. 

Section 6. The Membership Committee will have the responsibility for the following:  prepare name tags for all members at the monthly 
meetings; recording the name, address, phone number, email address and fees for all new members; notifying the Newsletter 
editor with information on the new members; and for keeping and distributing an up-to-date list of all current members.  The 
street addresses of members will not be published or distributed to any non-Board member, any company or organization, or 
any member of the public. 

 ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS  

Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended when necessary by a two-thirds majority of the Board of Directors.  Proposed amendments must 
be submitted to the Secretary to be sent out with regular Board announcements. 

6/09/03 



W a n t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  N e w s ?  

 Notify us of upcoming events 

 Article you’d like to write 

 Bonsai Trivia 

 Share your plant knowledge 

 a photo 

 special technique 

 interesting experiences 

Send them to newsletter@hukyubonsai.com 

Hukyu (meaning òeverlastingó) Bonsai Society was founded by 

Mr. Phillip Lin, the first president of Hukyu, along with char-

ter members Leota Johnson and Bill Henderson, as Suncoast 

Bonsai Society in 1965, becoming Gulf Coast in 1969, and 

then, in search of a more unique name, Hukyu. 

president@hukyubonsai.com 

 

813-655-9531 

 

Monthly meeting: 

3rd Saturday of each month 

10:00am 

University of South Florida Botanical  

Gardens 

H u k y u  B o n s a i  S o c i e t y   

o f  T a m p a  

President: Gerald Wilson 

Vice President: Scott Estes 

Treasurer: Vicki Yarbrough 

Secretary: Jo Latham 

Webmaster: Esther Searfoss 

Newsletter: Lois Powell 

Directors: 

 Marian Borchers 

 Bill Brazill 

 Robert Yarbrough 

2 0 0 9  C l u b  O f f i c e r s  Find us on the Web! 

www.huykubonsai.com 

Are you in need of tools for your 

bonsai work?  If so, please contact 

Gerald Wilson.  See him at a meeting 

or contact him at 813-508-4858. 


