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This is a project I've begun that | hope will be fun and educational for everybody. It's an attempt to retrieve the history of
the Hukyu Bonsai Society and let everyone know of its chronology, major events and luminous past.

The idea for this project began when | received an email from Ed Mercado of the Orlando Club:

Rob Kempinski recently posted an invitation to an art show where, for the first time in Florida that he is aware,
bonsai will be displayed as art. Here is the link:
http://ibonsaiclub.forumotion.com/bonsai-f1/big-step-for-florida-bonsai-t1286.htm

| plan to go and support this. | hope you do too.

As | read it, while | was delighted they had made it into an art show (for many art shows have dismissed bonsai displays
as "mere" horticulture) | remembered a much earlier precursor in Tampa: a display put on by the Hukyu Society.

This earlier display was not merely in a Fine Arts Festival, but had been in the Tampa Museum of Fine Arts. | didn't re-
member which year exactly but knew it was quite a while ago.

| wrote back, as tactfully as | could, congratulating them and mentioning the much earlier Hukyu effort:

One caveat to set the record straight, however: it is NOT the first time bonsai will have been displayed as art in
Florida. In the mid 70s (I think - I'm trying to find out from the early Hukyu members exactly what year) the Hu-
kyu Bonsai Society of Tampa put on a quite massive display of very fine bonsai at the Tampa Museum of Fine
Art. The museum helped them with major stands and backdrops, and the display filled a whole room at the mu-
seum. | thought it was splendid.

It was a time of perhaps maximum strength of the Hukyu Society. Those exhibiting trees included founding
members Bill Henderson, Leota Johnson, Elmer Rohde and Phil Lin, and other members of that era, several of
them professionals: Marc and Marian Borchers, Skip and Treva Cox, Chris Frye, Jorge Lucero, and Murlene Lei-
den, Maggie Byers, Marian Rousseau, and Hanako Howard among others. Not yet a Florida resident, but help-
ing to organize the display was E. Felton Jones.

Nonetheless, first or not, the Melbourne show is a welcome addition and one which | am quite sure will enhance
the stature of bonsai in Florida - and beyond. | hope it is merely a first step to having displays of bonsai-as-art
continuously as a component of bonsai activities - where it properly belongs.

Since | couldn't remember the dates exactly, | called on early members Bill Henderson, Clif Pottberg will hold
Marian Rousseau and Marian Borchers, and they couldn't remember them either.

a Literati Seminar
A hasty call to the Tampa Museum of Fine Art yielded up a very friendly and helpful per-
son, one Ms. Devon Dargan, the registrar of the museum, and who kindly researched the ~ @nd\Workshop on
matter for me. This was her reply:

Dear Cliff: October 18th at

Pasiminan in Dade
After a little research | found that the Bonsai show was held in conjunction with the E.ilS ]
East by Southeast: Tampa Bay Collects Asian Art  exhibition at the Tampa Mu- Clty_ Details attached
seum of Art.

This exhibition was curated by Daphne Rosenzweig and is described as "a survey of major forms and mediums
of Asian Art- including Japanese, Chinese, and Indian- using paintings, prints, calligraphy, ivory, netsuke, ceram-
ics, lacquer, enamel, textiles, and sculpture from private collections in the area. Works reveal Asian customs of
marriage, tea ceremonies, religion, longevity, and bird and flower symbolism." This exhibition was held from April
17, 1983 to July 24, 1983. | could not tell from the file how long the Bonsai portion was displayed. | do not know
if it was the entire exhibition time or not.
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| have included a PDF of a thank you letter referencing the Bonsai portion of the show. | also include, in the
PDF, a listing of Family programs held during the exhibition that included a Bonsai Workshop on April 23, 1983.

Hope this helps.
best regards,
Devon

A gracious, thoughtful and well-researched answer, is it not? | was grateful that the museum had better archived history
than Hukyu - or did it? Did perhaps a cornucopia of historical Hukyu information lie hidden somewhere?

Further calls around revealed little. However, the earlier members of the club referenced above were able to tell me a
little about how and when the club was organized and by whom.

A websearch discovered the following, more or less in line with what Bill and the others remembered:

Hukyu (meaning fieverl|l astingo) Bonsai Society was found
with charter members Leota Johnson and Bill Henderson, as Suncoast Bonsai Society in 1965, becoming Gulf

Coast in 1969, and then, in search of a more uniqgue name, Hukyu. In 1971 Mr. Lin, originator of the idea of Bon-

sai Societies of Florida, contacted the seven or eight bonsai societies, suggesting we should have a Florida Bon-

sai Newsletter, and through the newsletter, leaders of the Florida bonsai clubs arranged to meet in Orlando to

organize the Bonsai Societies of Florida.

Some of our Hukyu members known at the state, national, and international level have been Phillip Lin, Jorge
Lucero, Rowena Berteau, Marian Borchers, Gay Laubsch, Ely Johnson, Cliff Pottberg, and Felton Jones.

(One point not mentioned here was that there was another charter member: the late EImer Rohde, who, until his death,
along with his family, and particularly his son Clyde, who was an active volunteer, were loyal and regular attendees.)

These were salient points and cemented in my mind that a filling in of the details of the club's history would be well
worthwhile. After all, the club was apparently the oldest in Florida. Further, the idea of Bonsai Societies of Florida itself
came from Hukyu's original spearhead and founder.

All this has been corroborated.

However, let it be known that | was not here then; not a member of the Hukyu Society then. In fact, my discovery of and
entry into bonsai barely predated the founding of the Hukyu Society as the Suncoast Society, and | didn't come to a Hu-
kyu Society meeting until early 1972.

Nonetheless, this was a time of great energy and excitement in Hukyu. By that time, along with the founders, the Florida
people referenced above were all members. Also members then or shortly thereafter were such wonderful people and
stalwart workers as Maggie Beyer, Jo Bingham, Earline Johnson, Hanako Howard, Murlene Leiden, and a number of
others.

The club grew rapidly and engaged in many other outreach programs: demonstrations to the many garden clubs in and
around Tampa, and for many years a bonsai display in the horticultural building at the Tampa State Fair.

This from a newspaper article of that time:

The Hukyu Bonsai Society's exhibition [at the Florida State Fair] will be staged within an Oriental setting at the
horticultural building. Leota Johnson will also organize the orchid exhibition.

For many years the club met on Friday evening in the spacious meeting rooms of the Tampa Electric building on Sligh
Avenue, thanks to Bill Henderson's connection with the company.

Today, of course, we meet at the beautiful grounds of the USF Botanic Garden.
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Further the society held several of the annual conventions of the Bonsai Societies of Florida, and we may be able to find
out about who did what and when about those activities from BSF, but we no longer have that information firmly in our
archives.

It can be seen that more of the earliest history is remembered than later and much remains to be filled in. What, for ex-
ample, is the progression of presidents and officers; what programs; what visiting masters; where else did we meet; and
so on, all need to be put together, or at least | think it would be nice to have that information.

If anyone has any other recollections, they would help to put together Hukyu's history, as well as the sister club of St.
Petersburg, which also held BSF conventions. That would be much appreciated.

| intend to continue researching the early days, and as | find out more, I'll make addenda to this article.

There's no reason we can't resurrect all the excitement and wonder of learning that once was the hallmark of bonsai
work in this part of Florida -- and knowing how it was will help us have it so again.
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