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major step in demonstrating Bonsai as Art

Clif Pottberg

The Bonsai Society of Brevard is sponsoring a

display of bonsai at the Melbourne Florida Fine

bers: Bill Henderson, Leota Johnson, Elmer
Rohde and Phil Lin, and other members of that

Bonsai as Art 1

Arts show, October 3-4. Itis, as the article era, several of them professionals: Marc and
Club Meet- 2 linked below points out, a major undertaking, Marian Borchers, Skip and Treva Cox, Chris
ing: Special and an important step in the growth of bonsai Frye, Jorge Lucero and Murlene Leiden,
Event and the public understanding of what bonsai Maggie Byers, Marian Rousseau, and Hanako
Featured Ar- 3/ really is. It deserves widespread recognition—  Howard among others. Not yet a Florida resi-
ticle 4 and support— from all bonsai practitioners in dent, but helping to organize the display was E.
Schedule of Events 4 Florida that can Felton Jones.

) give it.

September Guide- 4 Bonsai has as long and luminous a history in
lines for Care It isn’t the first these parts as anywhere in Florida. Perhaps it is
2009 Offi- 5 time bonsai will time to reassert ourselves with just such a show

cers/Contact
Info

Volunteers

Needed

have been dis-
played as art in
Florida though. In the mid 70’s (ish), the Hu-
kyu Bonsai Society of Tampa, put on a quite
massive display of very fine bonsai at the Tampa
Museum of Fine Art. The museum helped
them with major stands and backdrops, and the
display filled a whole room at the museum. It
was splendid. It was a time of perhaps maxi-

mum strength of the Hukyu Society.

hereabouts.

First or not, the Melbourne show is a welcome
addition and one which I am quite sure will
enhance the stature of bonsai in Florida—and
beyond. Ihope it is merely a first step to having
displays of bonsai-as-art continuously as a com-
ponent of bonsai activities—where it properly

belongs.

http:/ /ibonsaiclubforumotion.com/bonsai-f1/

Y| Enthusiasts to staff the
booth at the USF Plant
Sale, October 10/11

Those exhibiting trees included founding mem- big-step-for-florida-bonsai-t126 html

9 Members to help with
the Beginners Class,
October 24

We all like to eat, right?

B plc:sc contact We’d like to invite everyone to have more time to socialize, get to know each other, and maybe

Gerald W at presi-
dent@hukyubonsai.com or
813-655— 9531

pick up a few tidbits on bonsai and other topics.

So, after each meeting, for anyone who’s available, we’re going to lunch! We’ll pick some place

close to USF so that it’s convenient for everyone.

So come on, join us, this Saturday immediately following the club meeting.
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September 19thworkshop: Mike Cartrett:
Brazilian RainTrees

% Saturday, September 19, 20009
USF Botanical Garden
10::0am-Noon

Mike will demonstrate styling and pruning techniques for the

Brazilian Raintree.

\ 7
-

§ Thisisahands -on workshop.

§ Attendance is free.

, § Trees will be available for purchase ($20 -$40/tree de-
o .g,” ik pending on size).
- : . B 5.*:_n, L’
84‘ TSR § Please RSVP if you intend to join us. We want to make
\.E‘ & e

sure there are enough trees for anyone who would like to
purchase one.

§ Contact Gerald Wilson at president@hukyubonsai.com

Mike Cartrett is the owner of Palm Beach Bonsai, a wholesale
prebonsai nursery in South Florida. He searches out and col-
lects tropical material from wooded and urban areas.

Mike has been a bonsai teacher for over ten years and is a

member of Asagao, one of John Nakaods st
both organized and spoken at a number of conventions in Flor-

ida and has lectured throughout the southeastern U.S.

While a biology student at Florida State University, Mike saw
his first bonsai and has been involved with them ever since.

Hukyu Bonsai Society of

T Mike Cartrett is a traveling master with a B.S. in Horticulture
ampa

and over 30 years as nursery owner/operator.
75
sident@hukyubonsai.com
-655-9531
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What bonsai clubs are for

| thought it would be an
interesting exercise to
put down some of the
values of bonsai clubs
that some may not have

can look them up as
well)? What do they find
most important in bon-
sai? in their styling? Of
course, what they say in

been in bonsai for well
over 40 (gulp) years now
and if I'm expert in any-
thing, it's in making mis-
takes. | have

thought of. their presentation is most  an enviable
important, so by all track record in
Of course, the most means take a notepad, messing up -- m—
thought of values are the  or even a recorder, and but I've =
cameraderie of a social jot down points that are learned in the —
setting, learning what important to your learn- process. ;? ]
else is happening in the ing. :
world of bonsai and a And remem-
program of educational Then look to your mem- ber, the ques-
value (hopefully) at every  bership for help too, in tion is only
meeting. and out of the meetings. foolish if you
If the group doesn't offer don't ask it. Gerald and Palmer assess a potential
Beyond that, | would sug- a membership list, ask style for Palmerds tre
gest not simply passively  for and trade as many Then, think Courtesy of Jo Latham
accepting what the club members' numbers or about what additional
provides. Start by pre- email addresses as pos-  subjects you want meet-
paring yourself for every sible. Then talk to them; ings to be devoted to. If
meeting, and to take ad- get to know them, what you're new, and such a
vantage of the expertise they like and what mate-  meeting was held re-
areas of every member. rials they have. You may cently, ask who gave the
be surprised how much program and go directly
Before you go to a meet-  there is to learn outside to them to get a recap.
ing, do a little research the regular meetings, for
on the topic so you can everyone has some area  Also, vigorously make
ask questions that are of expertise and interest.  use of the club's library,
likely to give you more and perhaps the library
information than you can  Then, if the meetings are  of nearby clubs. If there
get just thinking off the of a format that allows it, aren't any club libraries 3
cuff. You may thereby bring in trees or at least in the area then find out Donot for (

be able to help answer
others' questions better
as well. If there is a visit-
ing speaker, look up

pictures of trees (they
don't have to be just
yours) to get opinions of
others. That's always a

about libraries of the
state and national or-
ganizations. These are
also good resources in a

join us for lunch

after the club

what else he or she great learning experi- lot of other ways as well, meeting

knows, try to find pictures ence, especially when if you can afford them.

of his or her work, and several members offer Satu rday_

find out strengths and differing opinions. You The American Bonsai 4

interests. You can of may learn from each. Society, Bonsai Clubs o | | b e 1
course probe what you International, Bonsai So- !

want to know, but it is Don't be afraid to offer cieties of Florida all have pr0m|5e!

often better to ask pre-
pared questions about
what the visitor knows
and enjoys. What trees
do they enjoy and work
with most, and what ar-
eas of interest? Who are
their teachers (so you

your own suggestions or
opinions. If you see that
you were wrong, that's

perhaps the fastest way
to learn. Don't be afraid
to make mistakes -- eve-
ryone does. Believe me
about that at least -- I've

educational magazines
that come with member-
ship as well. There are
other specialty organiza-
tions (for shohin bonsai,
suiseki, etc) which also
offer help and literature.
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What bonsai clubs are for

Then there are other
magazines: Bonsai Fo-
cus, International Bon-
sai, Tropical Bonsai
the annual picture books
of the major shows in
Japan (in coffee table
softcover format) and so
on and on.

These aren't directly ap-
plicable to the topic, but if

a lot of big tree models
for bonsai trips to muse-
ums with good collec-
tions of landscape paint-
ings, japanese art, col-
lecting trips, and trips to
good rockyards.

Another thing that clubs
can help you with is in
trading plant material
with other members.

ryone else and looks for
opportunities to do so.

I'm also sure that I've left
much out to make this a
complete compendium of
a club's usefulness. So
here's another way we
can work together. If you
have any suggestions of
what I've left out, please
do me the favor of letting

Everyone listens intently to

your club doesn't have a  Take a list of any extra me know. When | have Clif Pottbergds Comp
library, or doesn't have plants you may have and  more, I'll expand the list presentation
some of these periodi- a list of plant materials and get a printed copy Courtesy of Jo Latham

cals, ask that your club
subscribe. Most of the
articles in all of these
have timeless value.

you want to acquire and
let everyone know. And
if you haven't any extra
plants, just let it be
known what you want:
you'd be surprised how
much is available for
free, because everyone
really wants to help eve- Clif

into your club's library.
Please feel free to con-
tact me:
clif@pasiminan.com or
352-424-6000.

Other things you might
ask your club to do if
they don't: field trips, to
nurseries, to places with

Hope this helps.

Schedule of Events
September Guidelines for Care

§ September 19, 2009: Club Meeting: Mike by Marian Borchers

Cartrett, Brazilian RainTree Workshop

Weather Protection and Location - For tender leafed
plants, only morning sun is best. If the temperature
drops below 50 degrees, then tropicals need to be pro-
tected.

8 October 3/4, 2009: Melbourne Fine Art
Show: Masters of Art, Melbourne, Fl

8 October 10/11, 2009: USF Fall Plant Sal .
crover a ant et Watering - Water as needed, but as the days get cooler

§ October 10-11, 2009: 14th Annual Carolina begin to reduce watering. Don
Bonsai Expo, Asheville, NC or soggy.
(ncarboretum. org) Feeding - Continue feeding with balanced fertilizer (ex.
§ October 14, 2009 Sho Fu Bonsai Society of 1/2 strength 10-10-10) about every two weeks, or switch
S Annual Auction. 7PM —Shelby B to once a week feeding at 1/4 strength of package direc-
arasota Annual Auction, 7EM ~shelby Bo- tions. For pines and especially black pines, use 2 parts
tanical Gardens Activities Center, 811 South cottonseed meal and 1 part bonemeal. Mix this combina-
Palm Avenue tion with a little soil and sprinkle over the area to be fed.
§ October 17, 2009: Club Auction Styling - Continue your pruning program to maintain your
plantsé form. You may al so wi

§ October 24, 2009: Beginner Class—USF Bo-

growth around such wire.
tanical Gardens

Repotting - You can repot most established tropicals ex-
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2009 Club Officers

www.huykubonsai.com President: Gerald Wilson
Vice President: Scott Estes

Hukyu Bonsai Society Treasurer: Vicki Yarbrough

of Tampa

Secretary: Jo Latham

president@hukyubonsai.com
Webmaster: Esther Searfoss

813-655-9531
Newsletter: Lois Powell

Monthly meeting:
3rd Saturday of each month Directors:
10:00am
University of South Florida Botanical Marian Borchers
Gardens

Bill Brazill

Robert Yarbrough

Hukyu (meaning Oeverlastingdé) Bonsai
Mr. Phillip Lin, the first president of Hukyu, along with char-

ter members Leota Johnson and Bill Henderson, as Suncoast

Bonsai Society in 1965, becoming Gulf Coast in 1969, and

then, in search of a more uniqgue name, Hukyu.

Want to be in the News?

§
§

Send them to newsletter(@hukyubonsai.com

Notify us of upcoming events
Article you’d like to write
Bonsai Trivia

Share your plant knowledge
Are you in need of tools for your
bonsai work? If so, please contact

Gerald Wilson. See him at a meeting
or contact him at 813 -508-4858.

* a photo
* special technique

* interesting experiences

Soci

ety



