Photos of Last Month’s Meeting

Gerald brought in some of his finds (including a ti
clay soil component) and asked for styling advice
junipers.

ny cypress and a fired

on his

Bill did a nice
show-and-tell
and brought
many great pre-
bonsai for the
raffle.
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Continued from Last Month: Display columns - Elevate your Trees
Additional comments by the newsletter editor are im different font.

Concrete columns may be made from a suitably sinedrete fence post, topped with a paving slab.
Alternatively a pillar may be cast using reinforahcrete or reinforced
hypertufa A man-made substitute for porous tufa rock, hypertufa can
be made of 2 parts peat, 1 part sharp river sand, and one part con-
crete—mixed to a mud pie consistency. The peat will weather out
leaving a rustic, porous surface that will support moss or lichen
growth). The reinforcement is necessary, as concrete awitsis com-
paratively weak in tension. Make a mould, with tiidumn laid flat, from
ply and scrap wood. Position the reinforcing barmesh so that they are at
least half an inch in from the cast surface. Téi®iensure that moisture
doesn't seep in and cause corrosion, resultingeitoncrete surface
spalling or falling away. Brush the inside of theutd with a release agent

or a thick washing up liquid. When pouring in tlancrete mix, repeatedly tap and bang the outside

of the mould to ensure that all air bubbles risthtosurface. The mould can be stripped after 12

hours and, depending upon the finish requireday tve left as is or blasted with a strong watetget

expose the aggregate.

Stone columns can be very effective if suitablypgithand sized pieces can be located. Possibleesoinclude demolition sites,

architectural antiques yards, monumental masoreségtone offcuts etc) and quarries. A builder'sciment that supplies stone may

be able to help, but the pieces are likely to balkrxplain your needs and they may be able tp.Hélyou need to change the
shape of a piece of stone consider the monumemtsbmor do it yourself with a steel saw (obtaitringion from the hire shop,
use great care, safety goggles are mandatory).

Plastic tubing has found increasing favour withibitbrs at shows for
making monkey poles, as it is very strong, reldyivight in weight and
can easily be covered to mask its appearance.ypeeof tube used is

normally off-cuts of alkathene¢lyethylene) gas or water main pipe
If you can secure any of this, it can also be dsedarden display.
Disguising the bright coloured plastiesgally blue) may be

achieved byirst roughening the surface with sandpaper aed th
painting with a suitable colour of textured masopaynt. Secure it in
the ground by protecting the top edge with a stymiége of timber and
then using a sledge hammer to drive it in, to able depth. If this is
not practical, or you require a more permanenhfxidig out a hole an
part fill with concrete, place the tube and useidtdevel to check ver-
ticality all around before completing the footirmmth inside and out-
side the tube.

The top of a column may be a slab of treated womatine ply, slate,
concrete or stone. Drill three holes through the peer the column and fix with coach bolts or Ia@ews into wood or expansio
bolts into brick or concrete. A dark stone suclslage has the advantage of absorbing energy freraih and radiating heat slowl
over a long period. (The more massive the lumgatégshe greater the heat-store effect.) Slatebeadirilled surprisingly easily us-
ing a masonry bit in a hammer drill. Pause anddvikv the bit every half inch or so to remove theténd prevent clogging. Plag
tic columns may be topped with a slab of concredist so that a projection will fit inside the tube.

Some method for securing the tree should be budtthe top, so that it is not blown off during Mpected stormy weather. The
plinth, firmly fixed to the top of the column, méwave a few discreet holes drilled through it sd thiae ties can encircle the pot.
Sun and wind damage are more likely to occur teleate tree that is elevated in a solitary positio such cases you can either
site the column so that it is naturally sheltergh this undoes many of the beneficial effeatmtioned in the introduction) or
take the precaution of removing trees to a morella spot when necessary. Remember too thatliba/ibeneficial, as always, to
rotate the tree periodically so that it receiveedisunlight on all sides.

Having one or more display columns gives you th@apto isolate a tree. This allows you to promithedisplay trees at the peak
of perfection. Ringing the changes, with seasohetations to your display, will maintain interesjivistas and add another enjoy
able aspect to your bonsai hobby.

All Text & Photographs © Kevin Bailey 1998 - 2006
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2007 OFFICERS

http://hukyubonsai.com

President: Robert Yarbrough
Vice President: Gerald Wilson
Secretary: OPEN

Are you in need of tools for our very import:
T hobby? If so, please contdteve Varn He sells
Treasurer: Vicki Yarbrough the Joshua Roth Toolline at a very reasonal

Web Master: Esther Searfoss price. See him at a meeting or contact him
Newsletter Editor: Esther Searfoss| | g13.949-7778

Yearbook Editor: OPEN

2007 DIRECTORS HUKYU SHIRTS & NAME TAGS
. Contact Cindy Petterson @ 863-683-3555 to ordemetag
Bill Henderson name tags @ $10.00 each. Contact Wes Miller @ B317-6
Cathe Varn to order club shirts @ $25.00 each. We have m&riits

with pockets and a lady’s style shirt. The nangs @nd
shirts really look good at club events and clupstri

- Do you have a special concern or interest you would like to see highlighted in the newsletter?
Would you like to write an article, provide a picture, or profile to share with your fellow club mem-
bers? If so, please email them to me at: newsletter@hukyubonsai.com




