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Photos of Last Month’s  
Repotting Workshop 

 
 

In Memoriam 
Joeseph J. Samuels 

 
South Florida’s renowned bon-
sai pioneer and water-colorist, 
Joe Samuels, died Monday, 
April 9, 2007, at Baptist Hospi-
tal, Kendall, Florida after suffer-
ing a severe stroke. He was 87.  
 
Joe was one of the founders as 
well as a driving force in devel-
oping the art of bonsai in South 
Florida. He served as a mentor 

and friend to many bonsai artists, and was consid-
ered by all as a master of the art, although he 
would be the first to refute that title.  Samuels was 
a founding member of many of the South Florida 
clubs in Miami and Fort Lauderdale. He was in-
strumental in the formation of the Bonsai Societies 
of Florida, as well as past president.  He was a 
humble, gentle man who always strove to improve 
his love and appreciation of the art of bonsai. 
 
An accomplished bonsai artist, he is remembered 
for introducing one of the most favored bonsai 
specimens in tropical bonsai, the Ficus nerifolia, of 
which his “Cloud” is a hallmark.   He also de-
signed the BSF organization’s double trunk 
Taxodium distichum (bald cypress) logo which he 
collected in Palm Beach County on New Year’s 
Day in 1970. 
 
Samuels became a good friend of the late John Y. 
Naka, known as the father of American Bonsai, 
and was invited to become an honorary member 
of the Nippon Bonsai Society – a very prestigious 
accomplishment. 
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April: Guidelines for Care  
 

Weather Protection and Location  - If tropicals have not been moved out of their pr otected area last 
month, they should be now if the temperature has re mained above 50 degrees. 
 
Watering - Warmer weather and new growth will require more w atering. Be cautious, over-watering 
will cause oversized leaves and too much growth. To ward the end of the month watering may be 
needed more than once a day because of the higher t emperatures. 
 
Feeding  - Continue feeding lightly with balanced fertilize r (ex. 1/2 strength 10-10-10) about every 
two weeks.  It is a good idea to rotate between org anic fertilizer at full strength and inorganic fert il-
izer at half strength. 
 
Styling  -  Watch for wire damage with the fast growth now.  Prune the new growth back to one or 
two leaves or buds on broad leaf trees. 
 
Repotting  - It is getting too late to transplant deciduous t rees and conifers. 
 
Pest Control  - Watch for aphids, boring insects, spider mites, mealy bugs, and specifically caterpil-
lars. Use appropriate insecticide and follow label instructions. For some insects soapy water will 
do the job (ex. 1 T. Basic-H in 1 gallon of water) used as needed to drown insects. Use daily if re-
quired on any plant except succulents and the flowe rs of most plants. 
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Hukyu Bonsai Society 
Robert Yarbrough, President 

23719 Lakehills Drive 
Lutz, FL     33559 

president@hukyubonsai.com  
(813) 948-2835 
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2007 OFFICERS 
 

President:  Robert Yarbrough 
Vice President:  Gerald Wilson 
Secretary:  OPEN 
Treasurer:  Vicki Yarbrough 
Web Master:  Esther Searfoss 
Newsletter Editor: Esther Searfoss                                                                   
Yearbook Editor:  OPEN 
 

2007 DIRECTORS 
 

Bill Henderson 
Cathe Varn 

· Do you have a special concern or interest you would like to see highlighted in the newsletter?  
Would you like to write an article, provide a picture, or profile to share with your fellow club mem-
bers?  If so, please email  them to me at: newsletter@hukyubonsai.com          

Are you in need of tools for our very important 
hobby?  If so, please contact Steve Varn.  He sells 
the Joshua Roth Tool line at a very reasonable 
price.  See him at a meeting or contact him at:  
813-949-7778. 

HUKYU SHIRTS & NAME TAGS 
 

Contact Cindy Petterson @ 863-683-3555 to order magnetic 
name tags @ $10.00 each. Contact Wes Miller @ 231-6837 
to order club shirts @ $25.00 each.  We have men’s shirts 
with pockets and a lady’s style shirt.  The name tags and 
shirts really look good at club events and club trips.  


